
CRAIG SCENTS PLOT
IN CHARTER MAKING
Commission Is Packed by
Miller Men, He Says at

Organization.
>

F. jr. SCOTT CHAIKMAN

Comptroller Rebuked for
Condemning Plan Before

It Starts.

GOVERNOR HEARS DEBATE

Gives Members Free Hand and
Promises Legislative ActionWhen They Finish.

Comptroller Charles L. Craig made
in unsuccessful attempt yesterday to
block the organization of the .new
c harter Revision Commission, of which
he is an ex-officio member.
He intimated the commission had

been packed, suggested it might be
controlled by the Governor In violationof the principle of home rule, and
that it might be necessary to present
a minority report to protect the city's
interests.
These remarks were made in the

presence of Gov. Miller, who on callingthe members together in nts apart-
mem. in tne Hotel Plaza, had told them
they had a free hand.
Continuing his attack on the methodsof procedure suggested, the Comptrollerfinally drew from Francis M.

Scott, former Supreme Court Justice,
who had been elected chairman over
Mr. Craig's protest, this retort:
"Now don't start again. I don't care

to make speeches, but do not start in
at every meeting and accuse every
member of being a < rook."

Failing to get an adjournment. ComptrollerCraig had nominated Mayor Hylanas chairman in opposition to Mr.
Scott, who it was well understood, was
the choice of the Governor for the place.
The Comptroller's vote wasJ.he only one
east for the Mayor. Neither Mr. Scott
nor the Mayor voted.
Neither Mayor Hylan nor Edward

Tliegelmann, Borough President of
Brooklyn, qualified by signing the oath
of office as members of the commission.
They acted on the advice of John P.
I'Brien, Corporation Counsel, who suggestedthat by so doing they might forfeittheir city offices. There is a law pro-
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hibiting city officials from acceptin
State office under penalty of forfeltln
the former. The law creating the chai
ter commission undertook, however, I
relieve its members from the operatic
of the general act. But the Mayor an
the Borough President did not want t
take a chance. It was understood tht
both officials could serve unofficiall
without being sworn until their feat
were allayed.

It developed that the Comptroller a

ready had signed his qualifying oath an

returned It to Albany without waltin
for the organization meeting.

"I am not ut all fearful of losing m

office." he said, "and I would not she
an awful lot of tears, if I should lose it.

"It will be a terrible thing if Brool
lyn lost a Borough President and 1
Job," observed Mr. Kiegelmann.

Prof. Howard Lee McBaln of Colurr
bia was elected secretary over the pre
test of the Comptroller.
An organization commlttep of thre

received authority to engage Edward .

McGoldrick, former Justice, as counse
at the suggestion of Mr. Scott, who spok
in the highest praise of his ability.
At the end or a speech In which h

told of charter work alontr the lines c
the interview In The New York Heral
yesterday. Mr. Scott said :

"I desire to thank you all.except th
Comptroller.for your expression of cor
fldence. The reputation of this commis
sion, about which the Comptroller is s

very doubtful, will be made, as that c
any man, by what he does, and not b
what somebody says about him befor
he commences to do it.
"Whatever reputation we have in th
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g community will not depend upon wh;
\g somebody elite says, but upon what tl
r- outcome of our work is. it may not 1
:o accepted. It certainly won't be perfet
in but if the community believe we liai
d made an honest attempt, without ulterii
;o purposes, to produce the best our e

it forts can produce, I am f|uite sure v

y need have no apprehension as to publ
-a disapprobation."

j lieliukrs the t outptroller.
id Rebuking the Comptroller for his su

g picions that the commission would
controlled in Alhiaiv Mr. Scott said:

"I regret that the Comptroller hi
1 found it desirable to interject the obje

tion he has made. I regTet very mu<
that lie puts himself at the outset in

a position of antagonism to the other met
bers of the commission, that lie has a

nounced in advance, without having tl
slightest conception of what the comml

"

slon will produce in the way of a repot
that there will be a minority report

j which the action of the majority will 1
opposed.

^ "It Is an unfortunate and unhapp
and I think an ominous, commenceniei
of our labors to have one of our men

ef bers. and one from whom under ord
nary circumstances we should be ei

D titled to receive a great deal of inform;
tion and assistance, here announce hin

e self at once as in antagonism to tl
i- commission and whatever the membe
i- may undertake to do."
0 if necessary they would have to gi
>f along without the Comptroller's assis
y ance. Mr. Scott added.
e "As for me," he continued, "my bloc

does not boil as it once did with part
e san considerations, and I am quite wll
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at, ing to look at everything from a purely
le impersonal standpoint and entirely in
oe the light of what is best for the int.*r

t,eets of New Vork."
i-e The Comptroller also was rebuked by
or Herman A. Melz, former Comptroller,
f. and Alderman John J. Keller of Brookrelyn.
jc All the members of tn.3 commission

were present except Edward M. Bassett
and Frank L. folk, who were out of the
city. In addition to those already
named those there w>sre George Crom®*well, L. L. Delafield, Joseph Levlne,be William Barclay Parsons, Arthur S.
Somers and H. P. Williams,

is When a photographer suggested that
c- the Mayor pose next to th.3 Governor
:h and Mr. Scott in a group picture the
a Mayor replied: "With the Governor's
n- permission I will."
n- "I have nothing to say to you," re-
ie marked the Governor in calling the
s- members to order. "If I had any views
t, with respsct to charter revision I should
to not undertake to press them upon you.
ae You have an opportunity to do an importantpiece of constructive work. I
y> liope it will not go to naught."
nt The Governor said he wanted them to

take all the time necessary. He realizedthey could not complete their la-
n_ bors for the regular session of the Lega_islature this winter. But if they got

through later he would be glad to call
le a special session.
ra As to the point of swearing in raised

et t
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER
by the Mayor, who had his Corporatioz
Counsel with him, the Governor said:
"I am frank to say it had not occurredto me as being serious, but I ha<3

perhaps not given it careful attention
Of course, so long as there is any doubi
it would be inadvisable for the .Mayoi
formally to qualify."
Then the Governor added Jocosely:
"Of course, the Mayor will thoroughl>

appreciate there was no deep laid plol
In this thing."
"Oh, no," laughed the Mayor ir

equally good humor.
But the Comptroller was lmmeoiatel}

aroused and began:
"That plot was laid when the bill was

pissed and when the resolution for the
jaeyer investigating commuife vaadopted."

Announce* Hi* Suspicions.
Comptroller t'raig accepted the po.«t ol

temporary chairman, with the understandinghe could retire in order to relievehis mind of some thoughts.
Asking Col. Parsons to take the chair

the Comptroller started an attack or
the motives back of the charter commission.which he said was a companion
to the Meyer legislative investigating
committee. The people had been impressedwith the idea that the Meyer
committee was concerned riot so much
with the welfare of the people of the
city as with the service of some ulterior
end. He continued :
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"Sow. it would be a very unfortunat

Irttpiession to go abroad that this charte
revision commission, which has origi
in the same bit of legislation or its com
panion bit of legislation, should ever a<

quire that character by the people o

the city of New York. Undoubtedly th
questions that will have to be determine
by the commission will present th

' greatest difficulties, possibly the grcates
t division of opinion thereto In regard t

the right of the city of New York t
i control and operate its own public util

ities.
' "Now this subject has been the sub

ject of very general discussion almost,
i nay say, ever since Gov. Miller too]
! office, and he has caused more discus

sion, I think, than any other man in th
State, and I think It is time that whavetiie entire confidence of the com

> munlty, which can be obtained for th
| commission if we have us a chulrmai
some one who has evidenced that he hai
the confidence of the community on thosi
and other municipal questions.

"I think an unrortunate impressiot
has got abroad to the end that th>
Governor may Intend to unduly influenc*
the action of the commission."
Mr. Craig called attention to the announcementin the newspapers tliat Mr

I Scott would be cnairman.
"It seems to me," he added, "that th<

Governor should be the last one to bf
a party to the creation of the lmpresslor
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e that the commission has in any manner
r been packed, so the appointment of the
n chairman is one for the Governor rather
i- than one for the members.

"If the commission was to be run from'

Albany it would mean a majority report
" coinciding with the Governor's views
1 and that of a majority of the Legislaeture ('Identified with the passage of the

act creating the transit commission')
0 and a minority report. The majority
0 report would be passed by the Legis"lature, but the Mayor would kill It, or

the Legislature and the Governor are go"ing to be in the position of forcing on
1 the people of the city a charter that Is
* not In accordance with their desires."

When Mr. Scott had been elected
'' chairman in spite of the Comptroller's
e efforts the latter, having resumed the

chair, said solemnly:
e "Judge Scott. I suppose I am permitted
1 to notify you of the fact thai you have
3 been elected nermanent rhuirmnn nf this
s commission.

II >lnn Calved Hid DfUianila.
1
s After Mr. Soott'3 speech, in which he
s promised that no "personal, partisan or

party considerations" would swav the
. commission in its work, Mayor Hylun

said he did not think a new charter
would amount to much unless the city

i received the right that cities of the sec
ond and third class have of making their
own consolidations of departments, as
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and when they desire. The Mayor off>red every assistance. The Comptroller
said he would furnish such employer*
as he might legally; that the record
of the Department cf Finance would be
available at all times.

Mr. Craig flared up again on the motionfor the appontment of an organizationcommittee of three to make arrangements,with Mr. Goldrick to !t> r
as coun-sel, to select an executive secretaryand such other assistance as mighi
be needed. The Comptroller wanted «.n

sub-committees, that savored too much
of the Meyer committee. Besides at the
proper time he wanted to say something
on the subject of executive secretary.
When the Comptroller suggested that
the full commission vote on Mr. MrGoldrick'sretention, of which he was In
favor, Mr. Scott's patience broke, and
he resented having the Comptroller ar»
cuse every one of being "a crook."
"What we have said Is that we want

MoGoldriek," said the chairman. "I tell
you I have talked to him and he ha*
agreed to take the place. Now you g« t
up and say we are passing It up, which
Is really accusing me of tiring a crook."

"I think the commission should disposeof the matter at. once," was the
Comptroller's only reply.
Adjournment was taken to Tuesday

at 2 :30 P. M-, the place to be selected
later.
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